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SUBJECT: PRAVDA REPORTS KOREAN INCIDENT 

1 . PRAVDA (AUGUST 21) CARRIES THE FIRST SOVIET MEDIA REPORT WE HAVE 
NOTED OF THE AUGUST 18 INCIDENT AT PANMUNJOM. THE REPORT, DATED 
AUGUST 20 FROM PRAVDA'S CORRESPONDENT IN PYONGYANG, IS CAREFULLY 
SOURCED TO SOUTH AND NORTH KOREAN PRESS STATEMENTS. IT IMPLIES THAT 
THE U.S. AND SOUTH KOREA ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR INCREASED TENSIONS, BUT 
AVOIDS ANY DIRECT OR IMPLIED COMMENT ON THE INCIDENT ITSELF. IT 
THUS APPEARS TO BE A MINIMAL SOVIET RESPONSE. ITEM IS NOT CARRIED 

IN MINDEF ORGAN KRASNAYA ZVEZDA. 

2. THE ARTICLE BEGINS BY CITING THE SOUTH KOREAN PRESS AGENCY 
"HABTON" (PHONETIC) THAT U.S. AND SOUTH KOREAN FORCES IN SOUTH 
KOREA HAVE BEEN PLACED ON ALERT AND THAT F-4 AND F-l 1 1 
SQUADRONS FROM OKINAWA AND THE U.S. HAVE BEEN FLOWN IN. THIS 
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BY "AN INCIDENT" AT PANMUNJOM IN WHICH "A CLASH" HAD RESULTED 
IN "DEATHS AND INJURIES." PRAVDA THEN QUOTES THE NORTH KOREAN 
CENTRAL PRESS AGENCY (TSTAK) THAT THE CLASH WAS PROVOKED 
BY THE U.S. - SOUTH KOREAN SIDE. THE NORTH KOREAN PRESS, SAYS 
PRAVDA, PUBLISHED A TSTAK STATEMENT WHICH "RESOLUTELY 
CONDEMNED" THE "PROVOCATIVE INCIDENT" ORGANIZED BY THE U.S. - 
SOUTH KOREAN SIDE AND SAID THAT IT APPEARED TO BE A PREMEDITATED 
"CRIMINAL ACT" WHICH WAS INTENDED TO HEIGHTEN TENSIONS IN THE 
REGION. 

3. PRAVDA DOES NOT DESCRIBE OR COMMENT ON THE INCIDENT ITSELF, 

NOR DOES IT IDENTIFY THOSE KILLED OR INJURED. 

4. IN A SEPARATE ARTICLE, PRAVDA'S NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT 
REPORTS THAT NEW YORK TIMES "FINANCIAL OBSERVER A. HAMMER" WROTE 
THAT THE TENSIONS IN KOREA HAD CONTRIBUTED TO A DROP IN THE STOCK 
MARKET. STOESSEL 
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